
Your Wedding 

in the Parish of Great Snaith 

Suggested Readings 

for 



Typical	Readings	Used	at	Weddings	

	

The readings in this booklet are all popular at weddings. The first one, 

the 1st Le�er of St Paul to the Corinthians Chapter 13 is extremely 

popular, and rightly so. 

 

However, these sugges$ons are nothing more than an aide memoire. 

This is, a%er all, your wedding, and you can choose anything you like - 

perhaps you have a favourite passage of scripture that is important to 

both of you? Maybe you want to remember a loved one who cannot 

be with you to celebrate your wedding? The bible is a full and rich 

source of inspira$on, but you can always talk to the Rector who 

would be happy to help you choose.   

 

God is love, and the New Testament in par$cular contains many  

examples of Jesus showing his love for us. You will never be stuck for 

inspira$on and the love that you demonstrate and share on your  

special day is a reflec$on of the love that Jesus shared with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All readings in this leaflet are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: 

Anglicized Edi�on, copyright 1989, 1995, Division of Chris�an Educa�on of the  

Na�onal Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved.  



1	Corinthians	13	

The	Gift	of	Love	
 

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have 

love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophe$c 

powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have 

all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am  

nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body 

so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.  

 

Love is pa$ent; love is kind; love is not envious or boas3ul or arrogant 

or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or  

resen3ul; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 

It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 

things.  

 

Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as 

for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 

For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; but when the 

complete comes, the par$al will come to an end.  

 

When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I  

reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish 

ways. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to 

face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have 

been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; 

and the greatest of these is love.  

 

 



Genesis	1	verses	26-28	

 

Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to 

our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 

over the birds of the air, and over the ca�le, and over all the wild  

animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon 

the earth.’ So God created humankind in his image, in the image of 

God he created them; male and female he created them. God blessed 

them, and God said to them, ‘Be frui3ul and mul$ply, and fill the 

earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and 

over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon 

the earth.’  

 

 

 

 

Song	of	Solomon	2	verses	10-13	

 

My beloved speaks and says to me: ‘Arise, my love, my fair one, and 

come away; for now the winter is past, the rain is over and gone. The 

flowers appear on the earth; the $me of singing has come, and the 

voice of the turtle-dove is heard in our land. The fig tree puts forth its 

figs, and the vines are in blossom; they give forth fragrance. Arise, my 

love, my fair one, and come away. 



Matthew	5	verses	1-10	

The	Beatitudes 

 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and a%er he 

sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and 

taught them, saying: 

 

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  

‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  

‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 

will be filled. 

‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  

‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  

‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  

‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 

 

Mark	10	verses	6-9	

 

But from the beginning of crea$on, “God made them male and fe-

male.”  

 

“For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be 

joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” So they are 

no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined  

together, let no one separate.’  



John	2	verses	1-11	

The	Wedding	at	Cana 

 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the 

mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been  

invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus 

said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, 

what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.’ 

His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’  

 

Now standing there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of 

purifica$on, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, 

‘Fill the jars with water.’ And they filled them up to the brim. He said 

to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.’ So 

they took it.  

 

When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did 

not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn 

the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, 

‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine a%er 

the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine  

un$l now.’  

 

Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his 

glory; and his disciples believed in him.  



Ephesians	5	verses	21-33	

The	Christian	Household	
 

Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ.  

 

Wives, be subject to your husbands as you are to the Lord. For the 

husband is the head of the wife just as Christ is the head of the 

church, the body of which he is the Saviour. Just as the church is  

subject to Christ, so also wives ought to be, in everything, to their 

husbands.  

 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave 

himself up for her, in order to make her holy by cleansing her with 

the washing of water by the word, so as to present the church to 

himself in splendour, without a spot or wrinkle or anything of the 

kind—yes, so that she may be holy and without blemish.  

 

In the same way, husbands should love their wives as they do their 

own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever 

hates his own body, but he nourishes and tenderly cares for it, just as 

Christ does for the church, because we are members of his body.  

 

‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be joined 

to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’ This is a great  

mystery, and I am applying it to Christ and the church. Each of you, 

however, should love his wife as himself, and a wife should respect 

her husband. 



Philippians	4	verses	4-9	

 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your  

gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry 

about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplica$on with  

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace 

of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.  

 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever 

is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is  

commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything  

worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things 

that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and 

the God of peace will be with you. 

 

1	John	4	verses	7-12	

God	Is	Love	
 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone 

who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love 

does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among 

us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might 

live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he 

loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  

Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one  

another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives 

in us, and his love is perfected in us. 



Colossians	3	verses	12-17	

 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with  

compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and pa$ence. Bear with 

one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive 

each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must  

forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds  

everything together in perfect harmony.  

 

And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 

were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ 

dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; 

and with gra$tude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual 

songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything 

in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him. 


